
OSCE QUALIFYING EXAMINATION 
CANDIDATE ORIENTATION

College of Denturists of Ontario



QUALIFYING EXAMINATION STRUCTURE

• The Qualifying Examination is a non-exemptible requirement for a certificate 
of registration to practice denturism in Ontario

• Comprised of two components

1.  Multiple Choice Question (MCQ)
• Multi-jurisdictional
• Administered simultaneously in Alberta, British Columbia, and Ontario
• 220 Multiple Choice Questions

2.  Objective Structured Clinical Examination (OSCE)
• Administered provincially (Ontario & Alberta)
• Ontario’s OSCE is not affiliated with Alberta’s OSCE



OSCE INFORMATION

• Saturday and Sunday, June 21 & 22, 2025

• Location: David Braley Health Sciences Centre
100 Main Street West
Hamilton, Ontario

• Candidate protocol & agreement
• Registration & orientation
• Sequestering
• Dress code = Scrubs with NO LOGOS; no jewelry



OSCE BLUEPRINT



ESSENTIAL COMPETENCIES FOR 
DENTURISM PRACTICE IN ONTARIO, 2015



PART II: OSCE ORIENTATION VIDEO



OSCE STATIONS

• There will be no intra-oral stations

• It is assumed that IPAC protocols have been followed

• 3 minute read time, 8 minutes inside, 1 minute reminder

• 8 stations per day (6 interactive, 2 non-interactive)

• Noise – non-sterile environment



INTERACTIVE STATIONS

• Consultation – what is expected?
• Clinical knowledge
• Judgement
• Communication skills
• Introductions



NON-INTERACTIVE STATIONS

● Clinical/technical knowledge
● Judgement
● Multiple-choice questions



CANDIDATE INSTRUCTIONS



MEDICAL-DENTAL CHART



MODELS
Materials

• Acrylic
• Resin
• Stone
• Printed

• All the same on 
the examination



VIDEO: SAMPLE INTERACTIVE STATION



STANDARDIZED PATIENTS

• Standardized Patients (SPs) are there to guide you
• Review all station materials carefully
• No tricks
• You can touch models



INCIDENT REPORTS

• If you experience anything out of the ordinary that may have    
negatively affected your exam performance

• Must be completed during sequestering following the exam (10 
minutes)

• You must document your incident following the exam should you 
wish to lodge an appeal



INCIDENT REPORTS

16



DETERMINING THE PASS SCORE

• The College, under the direction of psychometric consultants, utilize industry 
best practice methodologies for high stakes testing to determine examination 
cut scores

• Cut score is influenced by the difficultly of examination questions

• It is important to note that there is no pre-determined pass rate for this exam 
nor or are candidates ranked

• It is possible for all candidates who attempt the exam to be successful



ENSURING YOUR SCORE IS FAIR AND VALID

• Following the examination, all items on the OSCE are reviewed to ensure 
that they have functioned in the anticipated fashion

• Items not meeting psychometric criteria are reviewed by the Qualifying 
Examination Committee and a determination about their status is made 

• Factors impacting candidate performance, documented in Incident 
Reports, are taken into consideration before a candidate's score is 
finalized



RESULTS

• Results of the Qualifying Examination will be posted to the CDO 
Portal, approximately 6-8 weeks after the completion of both 
examination components (i.e. after the OSCE)

• You will be notified via e-mail that the results are available

• Performance reports will be provided for unsuccessful candidates



PERFORMANCE REPORTS
• Provides an analysis of 

the examination content 
areas

• Provides specific 
feedback about the 
unsuccessful candidate’s 
performance

• Released along with the 
results

• If you have any 
questions about this 
report, please contact 
the College



APPEAL OF RESULTS
• No rescoring, no remarking, scores are final
• Appeals may be based on three grounds only:

1. Candidate illness on examination day
 Must be supported by medical documentation by a licensed healthcare 

professional within 3 business days of the examination
2. Personal emergency
 An unforeseen emergency or traumatic incident, such as the death or serious/ 

sudden illness or injury of a close family member or close personal friend
3. Procedural irregularities
 For example, missing station materials, broken models, etc.



APPEAL OF RESULTS
• Candidate must have submitted an incident report

• Appeals must be received by the College within 15 business days from 
the release of exam results

• Appeals do not result in remarking or rescoring of your examination 
grade

• The CDO’s QE Appeal Policy defines the possible outcomes of an appeal 
(the attempt does not count and/or an adjustment of the examination 
fee for a subsequent attempt, at the discretion of the Registrar)



CONFLICT OF INTEREST

Conflicts of interest with examiners can include:

• Any Denturist whose clinic(s) which you have attended or 
completed denture work at in the past three (3) years

• Family member(s) in the profession
• Any Denturist(s) or SPs you know personally



EXAMINATION SECURITY

• Under no circumstances will the examination evaluation marking 
booklet or instruction booklet be released to the candidate

• Cell phones must be checked-in at registration (please turn OFF your 
cell phone and devices, do not set them to vibrate or silent)

• NO Cell phones/Smart Watches or Devices/Fitbits allowed on your 
person

• If candidates are found to have any electronic devices on their person, 
even if not in use, this will result in instant failure on the spot



EXAMINATION IMPARTIALITY

Distinct roles by design to maintain impartiality
• College Staff 
• SP Staff
• Exam Assessors
• Psychometrician
• QE Committee



QUESTIONS?
416-925-6331 ext. 227
exams@denturists-cdo.com


	OSCE Qualifying Examination �Candidate orientation
	Qualifying Examination Structure
	OSCE INFORMATION
	OSCE blueprint
	ESSENTIAL competencIES FOR DENTURISM PRACTICE IN ONTARIO, 2015
	Part Ii: OSCE Orientation VIDeo
	osce stations
	Interactive Stations
	Non-interactive stations
	Candidate instructions
	Medical-dental Chart
	models
	Video: Sample interactive station
	Standardized patients
	Incident reports
	INCIDENT REPORTS
	Determining the pass score
	Ensuring your score is fair and valid
	Results
	Performance reports
	Appeal of results
	Appeal of results
	Conflict of interest
	Examination security
	Examination impartiality
	Questions?

